The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
1. (ch 1-3) Describe what kind of student Percy Jackson is.  What troubles does he have in school?  Have you ever felt like your very best efforts weren’t paying off?

2. (ch 4-6) What is Percy’s relationship with his mother? Why does he think she has bad luck?

3. (ch 7-9) What does Percy discover about the Greek gods at Camp Half-Blood? What do they have to do with the camp?

4. (ch 10-12) What clues do Percy and his friends have that all is not right with “Auntie Em”?  Why do you think they overlook these clues?

5. (ch 13-15) What does Percy’s fight with Echidna reveal about his character? What new things does he discover about himself?

6. (ch 16-18) Percy and his friends get trapped in a mystical world at the casino, where they have what seems like the time of their lives for several days without realizing even one day has passed.  Others are tricked too, and have been there for many years.  What clues does the author give you about the time period those people came from?  Also, have you ever had the experience where something turned out to be “too good to be true?”

7. (Percy meets his father) When Percy meets his father, Posidon seems distant and hard to read. Percy says that he is actually glad about this.  “If he’d tried to apologize, or told me he loved me, or even smiled-that would have felt fake. Like a human dad, making some lame excuse for not being around.” Do you agree with Percy?

8. (Auntie Em?) What clues do Percy and his friends have that all is not right with “Auntie Em”? Why do you think they overlook the clues?

9. (ch 19-22) Throughout the story, Percy is troubled by frightening dreams. In what ways do those dreams increase the tension in the story? Are they completely resolved or worked out by the end of teh story?

10. (ending) In the end of the book, do you sympathize at all with Luke’s feelings of betrayal? Can you relate to his point of view?

11. Would you be interested in participating in an online book club for the second book in this series, The Sea of Monsters?

page: Greek Mythology 101

Start here: Mount Olympus and the Twelve Gods 
Click on each god for a description of his or her powers and relationship to the other gods.  This site shows a family tree of the gods and titans that helps you understand the relationships in the book.

To read some famous Greek myths, go here and choose a story.

Games:
Which mythological figure are you?
