Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

1. (Before reading) Hatchet is about survival.  Name three things that belong in a survival kit.

2. (make a list of all the things suggested)  What do you think the 10 most important items are?

3. (1-30) Brian Robeson is haunted by “The Secret” about his mother.  Why does Brian not tell his father, and how does that make him feel?  How does “The Secret” make him feel about his mom?
4. (31-62) Discuss how Brian uses information that he learned from movies and TV specials to help him survive.  What shows have you seen that teach survival skills?  Check out the Survival Skills page for some cool links!

5. (63-97) In these chapters, Brian finally feels hope.  What does he discover that makes him believe he can survive until he is rescued?  How do these things help him?

6. (98-120)At what point does Brian stop fearing the animals and the wilderness and learn to use it to help him?  What does Brian mean when he says “I am full of tough hope”?  
7. (121-150) Brian says he’s made a lot of mistakes.  What are some of these mistakes, and what did he learn from them?  Describe a time you learned from a mistake you made.
8. (151-181 end) Brian’s 54 days in the wilderness have changed him.  He feels that “he had died and been born as the new Brian”.  Describe this new Brian and how his life will be different because of his time alone in the Canadian wilderness.  
9. Why did the author choose Hatchet as the title of this book?  Why was the hatchet so important to Brian?  What other titles would be good for this book?


