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Hosting an American Girl Club

Overview

The American Girl Club at Locke Hill is designed for girls who are in the third grade. The club meets every other week after school for one hour and fifteen minutes. The introductory book for each girl is discussed at each meeting (ex. Meet Kit, Meet Molly, etc.). Each time the club meets, the group discusses the time period and storyline of the book, completes a craft, and prepares a snack to eat. Ideally, there are 16 students who participate in the club. 

Purpose

The purpose of the American Girl book club is to educate young girls about the historical events that have shaped women’s lives during the last several hundred years. 

Materials (items may vary but may include the following)

Sixteen copies of each American Girl book (you may want more in case books are lost)
Comprehension questions for each book
Various items for snacks and crafts
Digital camera
Items for the culminating tea party
American Girl Craft Books
American Girl Teacher’s Guide
American Girl Cook Books
Welcome to _______’s World (Addy’s, Samantha’s, etc.)
Welcome to ________’s World for each American Girls

one folder per girl, ribbons for timeline, card stock, wooden beads, yarn, Styrofoam balls, ribbon, scissors, dominoes, crayons, markers, pencils, glue, foam letters and shapes, photo boxes, sewing needles, buttons, fabric, thread, plastic nametag holders, four empty baby food jars, google-eyes, plates, cups, napkins 

End of year tea party- finger sandwiches, iced tea in teacups
Girls wear dresses, hats, white gloves, and feather boas

Timeline
The duration of the club is ½ of the school year (fall or spring semester). The club meets every other week. 

Budget

Each girl pays $15 in dues two weeks before the first meeting. The money is collected and becomes a separate campus account. 

Ideas and Activities 

1774- Felicity-cards, dice, dominoes, samplers, serve tea, decorate petit fours
Colonial America, Revolutionary War, Boston Tea Party, Declaration of Independence
1824- Josefina- tortillas, memory box, Mexican hot chocolate
War with Mexico, Santa Fe Trail, 
1854- Kirsten- yarn dolls, make butter, St. Lucia buns (bread sticks)
Pioneer America, immigration, relations with Native Americans, 
1864- Addy- paper dolls, pound cake with strawberries
Slavery, Emancipation Proclamation, end of Civil War
1904- Samantha- sew buttons, silhouettes, jam biscuits
Industrialization, Wright brothers, Model T Ford, 
1944- Molly- banana bread baked in a can, create hats for the tea party
World War II, Pearl Harbor, Radio, Working in Factories
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